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First of all 
It is with great sadness that we start with the news of the death of our founding member – Peter 

Wass. For those who Peter had met he will forever be remembered as an honest and upright man 

who was always willing to provide any help in any way he could, never stinting, and never looking 

for reward other than the happiness of others. 

 

Pete Wass (centre) at the opening of the new boathouse 1994 

Janet Vickers has written a short piece giving an insight into the man who founded our club. 

I'm so grateful to have known Peter as a friend and President of CSRC.  Even though we did not 

meet until he was well into his 70’s, Peter’s passion, energy, endearing and unquenchable sense of 

fun and youthful spirit was extraordinary.  I think it stayed with him to the end.  That was the sort of 

man he was. 

Peter founded CSRC using his energy and ‘can do’ attitude.  This allowed his son Roger, his 

grandson Adam, along with all of us to pursue rowing in Sheffield.  Whilst everyone else was 

rowing, Pete’s sporting interests were on skis and grass track motorbikes.  This developed to 

mountain biking and I met Pete In his 70’s cycling off road with passion and energy around Derwent 

Dam on one of the first suspension bikes I had seen, a Proflex.  

Although Pete didn’t row himself he was our President and maintained an interest in every bit of 

rowing we did and the results of every CSRC crew over the years.  He loved to see CSRC in the 

Sheffield Telegraph.  Pete would bring news cuttings to lunch every Friday at the Psalter Tavern, 

Kelham Island, Rutland Arms, or Bulls Head and read them out over a beer and a pub lunch.  Pete 

was fantastic company, much in demand for these extended Friday lunch times at the pub.  Along 

with others Peter helped Ali and I to fund our trip to the Commonwealth Regatta in 1994.  He gave 

us some sponsorship. Pete supplied the Rowing community with pewter ware from his Sheffield 

business AE Ellis.  He drove the length of the country delivering tankards until he was in his 80s and 

was never more pleased than when the tankards were won by Sheffield rowers.  Pete also helped 

out at our local regattas, encouraging us over the finish line at Doncaster South Yorkshire Head 

Peter knew the Peak District and its many good pubs and cafes oh so well.  Led by Pete and a few 

significant others, an informal wednesday night mountain biking group thrived.  We met at the Fox 

house, Norfolk Arms, Ashopton viaduct, Chelmorton Donkey Sanctuary or Pete’s favourite, Totley 

Rise Post Office. Lifelong friendships were founded as we rode the White and Dark Peak trails.  

Houndkirk moor, Dore Drop, Jaggers Clough, Silly Dale, Wildboar Clough, Holmesfield, Hayfields 
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were the favoured rides.  New friends Rob Cross, Hamilton and Terry were all invited thanks to 

Peter.  The group expanded to welcome students like Horse, Orco, James and Al Booth who still go 

out riding to this day.  Through cycling we got to know and love the Peak District and Yorkshire 

Dales.  We had fantastic day and night rides and even full weekend experiences. Horizons were 

broadened as trips to the Alps, Pyrenees and Mallorca were planned.  I will never forget Peter, he 

left his mark on all of us who are rowers in Sheffield.  Peter’s passion founded our club and will see 

CSRC and Rowing at Damflask continue.   This is only a part of the legacy from Peter Wass, there 

is much more to tell from others. 

 

Transition Crew Class – learning the chains 

Eight intrepid Transition Rowers, namely: Kim, Jodi, Anna, Steph, Malki, Dave, Thomas and Prav 

are hanging off their erg handles to good effect every Tuesday evening at our newly acquired Buzz 

Erg Space! Since October, all have left every session smiling (soon to be rectified!) having made 

excellent technical progress at low rates.  Plenty to look forward to after Christmas... will they still be 

smiling??  We'll see - wait for pics in the next issue! 

 

Fours on the Tideway 
 

 

Six members of CSRC made the journey down to London to represent Sheffield at the annual fours 

head events. These comprised of two members of a composite Vet E coxless quad with Upper 

Thames: Janet Vickers and Mandy Calvert; and four members of a men’s squad coxless four: Mike 

Luckham, Matt Tapley, Simon Coyne and Piers Turnbull. The quad put in an impressive 

performance, coming second in their category, missing out narrowly to Tideway Scullers (I suppose 

they should be good at sculling on the Tideway!).  

 

 

 

 

On the following day, the Sheffield men’s squad four put in a decent performance placing well in 

their category. I’ve been watching this four steadily build up to this race over many autumnal 

weekends at the dam. Hopefully we’ll see more progress from them in the future.  

 

 

 

Crew 
Position – Boat 

Class 
Position – 
Category 

Time (6300m) 

WVet E 4x- 
(Vickers) 

39/46 2/5 21.18.1 



Page 4  Damflask Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Triumph at Tees 
Venturing up to the wild-west that is the North East rowing scene,  the women’s four that drew blood 

at the Head of The Don stormed to their second victory of the season at Tees with one of the crew 

moving into the cox’s seat to make way for the powerhouse that is Libby Reagan. Let’s see if they 

can keep up their winning ways. 

 

Crew 
Position – Boat 

Class 
Position – 
Category 

Time (5000m) 

W4+ (Middleton) 1/5 1/5 21.18.1 

 

  

Crew 
Position – Boat 

Class 
Position – 
Category 

Time (6800m) 

Tier 2 4- 
(Luckham) 

37/59 12/28 20.25.4 
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Big Day out at York 

 

On the warmest York Small Boats Head in living memory, CSRC put in an impressive entry of 9 

crews. Big performances from the men’s coxed four and Robbie Schofield, both winning their 

categories and solid performances from the rest of the crew boats. Special mention to the Alesbrook 

love-double who managed to get into the top half of the open category.  

Unfortunately the women’s four who had been so 

dominant earlier in the season were unable to 

snatch another win but were somewhat 

hampered by an errant cruise boat at the end of 

the course and had to be masterfully steered out 

of danger by captain McDougall. 

Finally, big shout out to Libby Reagan who 

dashed down from Uni to sub into a women’s 

quad. She is fast becoming one of our most 

regular racing members, despite living over 100 

miles away. 

Crew Division Position – Boat Class 
Position – 
Category 

Time (3000m) 
Upstream 

WMasC/D4+ 
(Turner) 

1 
4/23 

(raw time) 
2/3 

(adjusted) 
13.31.4 

Tier 1 4+ (Allen) 2 2/16 1/2 11.43.4 

Tier 2 1x (Schofield) 2 
2/41 

(by 0.1 sec!) 
1/6 12.31.0 

Tier 2 1x (Tapley) 2 5/41 2/6 13.00.5 

Tier 1 1x (Turnbull) 2 16/41 3/4 13.31.3 

Tier 3 1x (Morris) 2 19/41 2/6 13.39.2 

W4x+ (Webb) 2 15/26 6/6 15.21.2 



Page 6  Damflask Diary 

MasC/D 2x (Alesbook) 3 
23/55 

(mixed but entered open) 

3/6 
(mixed but entered 

open) 
13.21.9 

Tier 1 W4+ (Kearse) 3 6/23 2/4 13.43.3 

 

Sifting through the photos from York, I couldn’t help but notice some of the impressive mug shots 

produced by our scullers in action. Below are a few choice selections 

 

 

 

 

Robbie goes sculling 
Technically not a CSRC result, however, our own Steady Snake (Robbie) faced off against the top 

university scullers and GB trialists at the BUCS small boats competition in Boston. Despite not 

winning (tut!) he put in a sterling performance. Rumour has it he even beat a certain gold medallist 

Mr. Pete Reed in the process. 

Crew Position – Boat Class Position – Category Time (5000m) 

Men’s Championship 
1x (Schofield) 

19/57 11/29 21.18.1 
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Scullers Head Successes 
For what is probably City’s last competitive outing of the season, CSRC fielded three men’s squad 

members at the Scullers Head.  With all three boats packed onto a transit van headed down to race 

on what turned out to be perfect conditions on the Tideway. 

In a pretty amazing  result, Robbie Schofield won the men’s club category by over 10 seconds – a 

staggering result for a small club such as ourselves and just goes to show the results you can 

achieve when you put in the number of miles that Robbie does. Matt Tapley also proved that he is a 

class act coming 3rd out of 24 rowers in the club category. Piers Turnbull, now classed as senior 

(perhaps in more ways than one) put in a decent show in a tough category. 

By the way – Robbie’s result also meant that he came 3rd in the overall results. This may have been 

slightly affected by the moon, but Sheffield club boats don’t regularly make it up to these heady 

heights so we’ll take it! 

Crew Position – Category Time (5800m) 

Senior 1x (Turnbull) 14/18 20.33.82 

Club 1x (Schofield) 1/24 18.47.98 

Club 1x (Tapley) 3/24 19.28.38 

 

JJ’s Musings 
Hi All, 

Firstly I’d like to thank Heron for the extremely flattering photo of me used in 

the previous edition, where I appear to be the proud owner of at least 4 

chins, and to be either a little startled or drunk (or both!).I’d like to say that 

there aren’t any worse photos of me, but sadly I’m not sure that is true! 

Anyway, onto issues social. 

The festive season is almost upon us, and with it the ‘big ticket’ event of the Christmas Ceilidh. I 

don’t want to bore everyone by banging on about it too much, but I really would encourage anyone 

who hasn’t already bought a ticket to sign up. It’s great fun; a chance to let your hair down, dance 

badly in a judgement free environment, and meet/catch up with other club members who you might 

otherwise miss due to squad outing timings etc. And if that wasn’t enough the pies and the Ceilidh 

band are both extremely good! 

(Friday 22nd December, just in case you’ve forgotten. Tickets are available from me.) 

Coming in a close second in importance to the Christmas Ceilidh is the Plum Pudding Regatta, 

which will be held on the morning of Sunday 17th December. For the un-initiated this is an annual 

‘fun’ regatta we hold at the dam, just within the club. Crews are drawn at random (and then fixed to 

be roughly even) for knock-out format side by side racing over a short distance between the neck 

and the boathouse. 
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The wining crew will be presented with ‘Christmas Puddings’ as an edible festive trophy! Mince pies 

and mulled wine will be on offer throughout. Double points if you can consume them whilst racing! 

 

Again, I’d really encourage everyone to come along and join in if you can. Volunteers to help on the 

day with general organising and setting up would be greatly appreciated. Oh, and festive rowing 

outfits are actively encouraged! 

If you do come along to both the Christmas Ceilidh and the Plum Pudding Regatta (and can 

produce evidence) I’m assured that the committee will give serious consideration to applications for 

time off from rowing over the Christmas period! 

Coming up... 
Other than the gladiatorial battle that is the Plum Pudding Regatta on the 17th December, the club 

will not be participating in any races over the coming month. I do however hope to see plenty of 

training happening at the dam considering the burgeoning available energy supplies of the feasting 

season.  Spare mince pies deposited at the neck will be gladfully received! 

Racing will pick up again in January with the Boston Head (21st January – contact your squad 

leaders now) in the meantime why not make a new year’s resolution to pay off your race fees!! 

With the lack of potential race reports in next month’s issue I am hoping to put in a number of 

feature pieces. Keep an eye on your inbox for requests from the Heron. 
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I hope you have enjoyed this months update from the Dam.  Any suggestions for content or photos 

you would like to see in the next issue please email; 

heronatheneck@gmail.com 

 

mailto:heronatheneck@gmail.com

