
City of Sheffield Rowing Club
New Boathouse Programme



Who are we?

We are Sheffield’s only rowing centre, based at
Damflask Reservoir near Low Bradfield in the Peak
District National Park. We cater for a broad range of
age and ability, from recreational rowers to World
Masters Champions.

We share our facilities with the two universities, the
University of Sheffield and Sheffield Hallam. Each club
has around 70 members, so that over 200 rowers
enjoy our beautiful setting. At all three clubs demand
for places outstrips supply. The City of Sheffield
Rowing Club’s Learn to Row course has been
oversubscribed for the past five years and rowing is
thriving at the two universities, with 2015 seeing
University of Sheffield’s most successful year to 
date at the British Universities Championships.

What is the new
boathouse programme?
We operate from two boathouses; an
agricultural asbestos clad shed built by
Sheffield Waterworks in 1970 and a more
modern steel frame building completed in
1994.

The capacity of the three clubs is limited
by four things:
• The toilet and changing room facilities

– at present we have one unisex toilet
shared between 200 participants

• Access to the water – access to four
wooden landing stages is by a single
track path

• Racking space – the university has to
store one of its eights out of doors
because we don’t have enough room
in the two existing boathouses

• Milling space in front of the
boathouses – this is essential for safely
getting boats out and away as well as
carrying out any adjustments or
maintenance.

The programme is designed to address
these shortcomings by providing:
• New changing rooms and showers and

three toilets
• A wider and safer access down to the

water, together with improved trailer
hardstanding

• A new boathouse that will replace the
asbestos clad building and that will
increase racking space by 50%

• The realignment of the retaining wall
between the two boathouses

Rowing – a sport for all
Rowing is a sport that can be enjoyed by and
accessible to all. The club has as many women
members as men, drawn from all areas of the city.
CSRC’s club fees are cheaper than most gyms at £20
per month, including use of all facilities, free weekly
circuit sessions in the winter and discounts on
indoor rowing and strength and conditioning
classes. 

In 2015 all three clubs had men and women’s entries
to the Head of the River Race on the Thames, whilst
our recreational rowers have participated in the
Great Tyne Row and in the Nottingham Good Friday
Row. There is an important social aspect to rowing,
and annual regattas are loved by all. However, the
facilities we have currently present several
challenges to hosting such popular events, and to
welcoming all the members we would like to enjoy
the sport with us.





Programme budget The fundraising entity
City of Sheffield Rowing Club is acting as
treasurer for the project on behalf of the
three clubs. It is a formally constituted
Community Access Sports Club.
More about the projects

Phase 1: 
Retaining wall realignment
The retaining wall was completed in May.
Planning permission for the realignment
was obtained in 1994, but it is only
recently that CSRC decided to proceed, as
the first phase of the wider programme.
This phase of the programme has doubled
the milling space between the
boathouses, increasing capacity and safety
and providing more space to set up boats,
thereby relieving pressure on the towpath,
which is used by walkers, runners and
anglers. The project was funded out of
CSRC funds.

Phase 2a: 
Changing rooms, showers and toilets
At present the three clubs share a single
disabled access toilet. By reconfiguring
the space within the steel framed building,
we will create two more toilets and
improved showers while increasing the
size of the changing rooms by 50%. We
also plan to renew the generator that
provides power to the buildings.

Phase 2b: Access to the water
Access to the water is provided by a single
gravel track that is hazardous in winter.
Our proposals would replace this with a
series of broad stone faced steps. At the
same time we will renew and extend the
landing stages and provide hardstanding
for the club’s two trailers. 
The steps would be a community facility,
providing a vantage point where walkers
can rest and take in the view – this is a
function that the steps outside York
Rowing Club fulfil on the River Ouse.

Phase 3: New boathouse
The new boathouse will sit on the site of
the existing 1970 shed. By being wider,
taller and longer than the existing one it
will increase the club’s rack space by some
50%. At the same time the lateral space
between racks will be improved, reducing
the risks from boat handling. 
We have already made a pre-application
to Peak Park Planning Authority and
believe that they would view an
application for a single-storey replacement
boathouse favourably.

For further information
If you have any questions about the
boathouse, club or the fantastic people
that use our facilities, or would like to
arrange a site visit please contact 
Donald McDougall on 07540 690758. 
We look forward to hearing from you.

Programme element Cost inc VAT £ Timing Fundraising deadline

Retaining wall realignment 7,000 May 2015 Funded

Changing rooms and toilets 15,000 Aug/Sept 2015 July 2015

Access to the water 25,000 Oct/Nov 2015 Sept 2015

New boathouse

Tree survey 500 April 2015 Funded

Planning application 10,000 June 2015 May 2016

New racking 20,000 Sept 2016 Aug 2016

Total programme outlay 417,500


