
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Thursday 24th September 7.00pm 
 

The Plough Inn, Low Bradfield 
 

The Welcome [ Donald McDougall ] 

Firstly a welcome to all to the 2015/2016 AGM. We try to get through the formal business fairly quickly so 

we can chat and exchange views on what we want to see from the club going forward. I normally would not 

make any speeches or say much, but this year I would like to say something about one or two of the 

members who, in my opinion, have done exceptional service for the club this year. 

Firstly – Chris Whitehead. 

Chris has been lighting sparks and setting off fireworks all over the place. He started by igniting some real 

enthusiasm in the learn to rowers on the courses he started. He also got others involved so we are starting 

to get some sense of continuity from a series of newcomers in the club. He has been driving forward the 

replacement of the old boathouse and improvements around the facility. He has taken on this thankless task 

with enthusiasm and is forcing the club to sit up and do things which, two years ago I would not have 

thought possible. We have expanded the area between the boathouses, taken on an architect and are very 

close to putting in our planning application, with building likely to be taking place within a year. 

On the back of the learn to row, Chris has also been the principal driving force for recreational rowing in the 

club, and has passed on this enthusiasm to Emma Brace. Emma has taken on another excellent leadership 

role and  managed to organise the passage of a boat down the Don as far as Doncaster, and is looking to 

take up further expeditions in the future. Emma and Shirley McClune took part in a rowing expedition to 

Amsterdam this year so goodness knows where the club will end up. 

Another person who has done us proud this year is Alice Kearse. Alice has taken the “newbies” from the 

learn to Row courses and is running an excellent transition group, with a lot of care and no end of patience 

Alice has developed this group into competent rowers who are all able to hold their own in the club. 

There are lots of others in the club who have done tremendous work over the year, but I personally have felt 

that these three have especially demonstrated what I like about Sheffield – the variety, good spirit and 

willingness to help and look after each other. 

Thank you all. 

Present 

 Gareth Morris 

 Donald McDougall 

 John Stoddart 



 Janet Vickers 

 Vicky McDougall 

 Mike Jones 

 Fleur Jones 

 Dexter Burton 

 Rob Carr 

 Kate Davies 

 John Johnson 

 Mike Luckham 

 Alan Brown 

 Karen Carey 

 Katy Ellerton 

 Dave Schlater 

 Claire Hinchliffe 

 Ciara O'Hagan 

 Alice Kearse 

 Rosie Cowen 

 Chris Whitehead 

 Tom Phillips 

 Eli Turner 

 Chris Smith 

 Piers Turnbull 

 Cat McDougall 

 

Apologies 
 

 John Elliott 

 Simon Coyne 
 
Approval of Last Year’s Minutes 

Approved by Liz Brown and Rosie Cowen. Alan Brown points out that he was at the previous AGM. 

Captain’s Annual Report and Squad Reports 

Women’s Squad Report – 2014 / 2015 [ Cat McDougall ] 

This year the women's squad has not only competed at all the usual events but 12 squad members rowed 

the 31 mile s of Boston Marathon. In total 11 members of the women's squad took part (plus Simon Coyne 

who was an honourary girl for the day). The 8+ finished 12th / 172. The W.Mas.E 4x- finished 17th / 172 and 

beat previous records for elite, senior, IM3 and IM2. A pile of money was raised for Danny Porter 

Foundation and all 3 clubs. 

The women's squad attended Ancholme, York, Nottingham and South Yorkshire heads, and saw significant 

wins for the masters women. The W.Mas.E 4x- won their event and set a course record at the Ouse 

marathon. The rest of the squad has been very competitive in a strong intermediate field. Alice's transition 

rowers have been super keen to race but unfortunately had 2 of their races cancelled. They're ready and 

raring to race in the coming year's head season. 

The women's head of the river race saw a last minute substitution and some tricky conditions on the water, 

but the 8+ finished an amazing 159th overall. They were the second fastest crew in Yorkshire (just behind 

Leeds University). 



The summer regatta season didn't quite see the same level of success but Jo Richardson and Ciara O'Hagan 

bravely took on Nottingham and Peterborough in the Novice singles category! We are of course expecting 

big things from them this year. The squad also had great fun at Durham regatta but unfortunately didn't 

return with any pots. 

The end of the year sees a strong finish with the Boston Marathon. It showed an amazing squad effort and 

we raised a significant amount for a local charity and the club. 

Finally, a huge thank you to Vicky McDougall, Alice Kearse, Ciara O'Hagan and Rosie Cowen for all their hard 

work this year. 

Ciara presents Cat with flowers on behalf of the women's squad. The club applauds! 

 

Men’s Squad Report – 2014 / 2015 [ Jamie Parker ] 

Evening everybody! I hope you’re all managing to cope with my departure, I’m sure it’s been a struggle. 

The 2014/2015 Head Season was a successful one for the Men’s squad in many ways. Pots were collected 

and experience was gained. And against all the odds, we managed to cope with the closure of the School 

Rooms.  

Joking aside, we had a great year, culminating in what I think was an incredibly successful trip to HoRR. The 

season started at a bitterly cold and foggy Ancholme Head, where the IM1 Men’s coxless 4 set the pattern 

for their year by beating more or less everyone. In addition, the men’s double started the season off with a 

win, with both crews setting themselves up for a really strong season. In addition, the IM3 Men’s 4 also 

competed, with Tom completing his first men’s race and performing admirably! 

There was also a trip to Nottingham for the Autumn Head. Both Piers and Gareth competed in the long 

distance single sculls event, and performed brilliantly to place well in their categories. There was also a 

(marginally) less successful outing for the IM3 4. 

With the cancellation of York Small Boats, we move forward to 8’s season, which was really the highlight of 

the year. Competition for seats was intense, and I was personally delighted to only receive a couple of 

threatening messages. More bribes would have been nice, so bear that in mind for future years! 

First up was Boston Head. As usual, it was freezing and miserable at Boston, but that didn’t stop us from 

having a great race. Although we didn’t pick up the win we were hoping for, the 8 had a great row which 

really set us up for the season ahead. There was also another strong performance by the IM1 4, as well as 

Gareth in his single. The IM3 4 of Ben, Simon, JJ and Tom also performed really well, especially given the 

lack of crew time leading up to the race.  

Following this, there was a win for the 8 at South Yorkshire Head, which I personally think is the premier 

rowing event on the calendar. Notable mentions here go to Orco, for managing to stroke us to victory whilst 

having an illness that looked a lot like cholera, and Dave Marsh for stepping up to escape parenthood, and 

casually win the race.  

More importantly however, there was also a debut for the 2nd 8. All of the credit for their performance 

should go to Alice (as well as the crew, obviously), who tirelessly worked to get the crew together and 

working towards HoRR.  

The 2nd 8 also had a great race at Head of the Trent, showing great improvements and setting a high bar for 

themselves moving on to London. The senior 8 had a less successful outing, but I’d say it gave us the 

motivation to go out and prove that we could actually row coherently at 8’s Head.  



I won’t spend too much time discussing HoRR here, as I can tell you’re all already bored of my ramblings, but 

safe to say it was a huge success. In terms of the senior 8, placing in the top 200 was an incredible 

achievement, overcoming age, conditions and age to do the club proud. For the 2nd 8, the experience of 

racing your first HoRR isn’t something that is forgotten quickly, and the crew performed amazingly 

increasingly tough conditions. I was especially impressed that you made it through the 6.7km without 

throwing your strokeman overboard…  

None of this would have been possible without the both Vicky and Alice, with their encouragement and skill 

getting the best out of the crews, and our support crew on the bank. 

Moving on to regatta season, there were some really encouraging signs for the future. Although our sweep 

crews didn’t manage to pick up any pots, there were great performances from the transition guys moving 

into the main squad, as well as Tom proving he’s going to be a machine when he’s older. Some really hard 

yards were put in all summer, especially from Piers and Gareth in the double, and the 4 of Dave, Simon, 

Stuart and Taylor, which will really set the squad up well for this head season. Of course, there were also 

some great days out in the sun, and plenty of cake. On that basis, it was another successful regatta season! 

Personally, I’m incredibly proud of how the squad as a whole tackled the year. For a club of our size to enter 

2 8’s to multiple events is a great achievement, and a testament to the hard work and dedication of 

everybody involved. For the younger or more inexperienced guys, I was really impressed by how willing to 

get involved you were, and take on feedback to try and improve. For the more senior guys, I was frankly just 

impressed that your creaking bodies managed to hold up so well! Joking aside, it was a real pleasure to be 

involved in the squad this year. Everyone put in the hours, and I think in general we improved greatly 

throughout the 12 months. To see so many people down at the dam first thing in the morning is really 

encouraging, and things can only get better. 

I’d like to thank everyone who helped me out throughout the year, notably Alice, Vicky, Cat and Sally for 

responding to my last minute coxing requests, and Piers, Simon, Alan and Gareth for stepping in to help out 

whenever called upon. There are certainly others too, so thank you to everyone! It was a pleasure most of 

the time, and I wish you great success for the year ahead! 

 

Captain’s Report – 2014 / 2015 [ Piers Turnbull ] 

Piers offers his thanks to the club for coming together this evening. It's been a busy year for the club. In 

terms of racing, the club has had an excellent early head season! Piers runs through the racing season. 

He offers huge thanks everyone who has towed, or helped out over the year. 

 

Novice Squad 2014 / 2015 [ Alice Kearse ] 

The first cohort of the Novice Transition Group graduated on the 1st June 2015. At the AGM last year, I 

reported that we had four men and four women. We lost one man to Sheffield Uni and gained one from the 

juniors so the same number of people saw through the winter as we had started with in August.  

We had a few races cancelled due to water levels but did race at Damflask Head (which we invented), 

Doncaster, Nottingham and the novice men took on the Tideway with help from Alan, Dave Marsh, Simon, 

Tom and John Johnson. I know that the novices were really grateful to those senior men for giving them the 

opportunity to do this so big thanks go to them.  

 



It was a solid year in which all members worked hard and made big improvements. On graduating, special 

awards went to David Sclater (Most Improved Flexibility), Trefor Hillas (Most Time Spent on an Erg) and Katy 

Ellerton (most improved strength). Some of the group have subsequently moved away, got pregnant or 

injured but I am sure that they will enjoy their rowing at other times and places in their lives. Those who are 

still in the club are being really supportive to this year's novices which is great to see.  

The 2015/16 cohort is larger than last year due to running two L2R courses - I currently have 3 male and 8 

female rowers and 1 cox as active members, plus a fair few on my books who may or may not turn up at 

some point.  

 

We are ahead of where we were this time last year, having already entered two quads at York Autumn Head 

last weekend. We plan to enter races every 2-3 months over the year and to keep a varied programme of 

training, aiming to create versatile rowers who meet the minimum skills criteria for the squads ready for 

early summer.  

 

The current group have a good level of competitiveness and plenty of banter so I am sure they'll enjoy their 

journey this year.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have helped out with novices over the last year - 

from subbing in for outings to racing with them, covering for me when I am away, driving the launch, taking 

video footage, helping them on the landing stages and just generally being friendly and supportive. Also a 

special thanks to Vicky for teaching the novice crew class which was so valuable and to Chris Whitehead for 

his fantastic work on the L2R and on-going coaching.  

 

They say it takes a village to raise a baby. Well I think it takes a club to train a novice - I'm really grateful for 

all the support and I think we're doing pretty well. Long may it continue!  

 

Recreational Squad 2014 / 2015 [ Emma Brace ] 

Over the past 12 months, Recreational Rowing has grown in popularity across the country. Reflecting the 

national interest, CSRC also has begun to develop it’s rec squad and rec rowing activities. Last year the club 

entered the Great Tyne Row and came 6th out of 30 boats. 

This year we joined other clubs from across the regions of Y&H and East Midlands, to take part in the Good 

Friday Row, rowing 35k from Nottingham to Newark in weather that only ducks could love, and in buoyancy 

aids that can be seen from space. Thanks to Donald for the supply of the buoyancy aids! 

 In forging new relationships with the Nottingham rec squad, Shirley and Emma also travelled to Amsterdam 

in June for the first National Rec European Tour, the first annual event of its kind which was attended by 

roughly 60 rowers from across Y&H and East Mids. The tour were welcomed by Amsterdam’s main rowing 

club, and we rowed over 30k each day in wooden wherries that took 15 people to carry onto the water. 

Much merriment was had including a fabulous 5 course meal on the Saturday evening, and we look forward 

to news of the next location.  

In August, 5 members of the Club rowed from Rotherham to Doncaster and back, being the second leg of the 

trip we first attempted last year. Despite 3rd degree sunburn, pasties were eaten, protein balls were 

consumed, kingfishers were spotted, and all thanks to the much needed lock key!! The trip from Rotherham 

to Doncaster is a surprisingly scenic journey, and we were so impressed that next year we plan to row to 

Leeds (that’s if the Canal Trust let us!!).  



We have been noticed by British Rowing. Rob Cree has been particularly impressed with our efforts, and has 

invited us to row in the new Recreational Sunday League, and Andrew Cawood is keen for us to join the Y&H 

Rec Committee.  

Looking forward to this season, we are keen to select a rec squad leader who will be able to lead and 

organise the squad. We hope a new squad leader would encourage the squad to get involved in more 

activities outside the club. What is needed is someone to give a little order to our outings, listen and respond 

to what rec rowers want from the season and liaise with the wider recreational rowing community.  

But most of all we are looking forward to some chilled rowing on the dam, and a few visits here and there 

across the county. If you are interested in joining us, maybe not full time but on the odd occasion, get in 

touch with Emma in the first instance (until we identify a squad leader). 

 



Club Accounts 2014 / 2015 

 

NOTES TO ACCOUNTS 2013-2014 

1) DFRC still owe £2295 

2) £1600 DFRC service charge for '13/'14 made in August 2014 

We have now paid back the DFRC service charge. Membership income is approximately the same as last 

year. Race entries have been paid. Please continue to do so! 

Much of the money we've spent this year has been on maintenance and repairs. We've spent £6,800 on the 

wall which is why the balance is lower this year than previous. The other major expenditures have been 

blade and boat repairs. 

There are no questions for the treasurer. 



Election of Officers and Ordinary Members to the Committee 

President 
 
Current: Peter Todd 
 
New Candidate: Peter Todd 
 - Proposed by: Donald McDougall 
 - Seconded by: John Stoddart 
 
Elected:  
 
Chairman 
 
Current: Donald McDougall 
 
New Candidate: Donald McDougall 
- Proposed by: Cat McDougall 
- Seconded by: Vicky McDougall 
 
Elected:  
 
Captain 
 
Current: Piers Turnbull 
New Candidate: Piers Turnbull 
 - Proposed by: Gareth Morris 
 - Seconded by: Tom Phillips 
 
Elected: Piers Turnbull 
 
Vice Captains 
 
Current: John Johnson 
 - Elected by Piers Turnbull:  
 - Elected by club: n/a 
 
Elected: John Johnson 
 
Honourary Secretary 
 
Current: Gareth Morris 
 
New Candidate: Gareth Morris 
 - Proposed by: Alice Kearse 
 - Seconded by: Katy Ellerton 
 
Elected: Gareth Morris 
  
Honourary Treasurer 
 
Current: Claire Hinchliffe 
 
New Candidate: Claire Hinchliffe 
 - Proposed by: Rosie Cowen 
 - Seconded by: Liz Brown 
  
Elected: Claire Hinchliffe 



 
Ordinary Member 
 
Current: Liz Brown (Entries Secretary) 
 
Candidate: Liz Brown (Entries Secretary) 
 - Proposed by: Claire Hinchliffe 
 - Seconded by: Rosie Cowen 
 
Elected: Liz Brown 
  
Ordinary Member 
 
Current: Rosie Cowen (Membership Secretary) 
 
Candidate: Rosie Cowen (Membership Secretary) 
 - Proposed by: Cat McDougall 
 - Seconded by: Claire Hinchliffe 
 
Elected:  Rosie Cowen 
 
Ordinary Member 
 
Current: Ciara O’Hagan (Safety Officer) 
 
Candidate: Ciara O’Hagan (Safety Officer) 
 - Proposed by: Liz Brown 
 - Seconded by: Alice Kearse 
 
Elected: Ciara O'Hagan 
  
Ordinary Member 
 
Current: Cat McDougall (Social Secretary) 
 
New Candidate: Cat McDougall (Social Secretary) 
 - Proposed by: Karen Carey 
 - Seconded by: Simon Coyne 
 
Elected: Cat McDougall 
 
Ordinary Member 
 
Current: N/A 
 
New Candidate: Katy Ellerton 
 - Proposed by: Gareth Morris 
 - Seconded by: Alice Kearse 
 
Elected: Katy Ellerton 
 

 
Honourary President 
 
Pete Wass will continue the role as honourary President. Donald pays tribute to Pete Wass. 

 

Welfare Officer: 



 

Alan has performed the role of welfare officer exceptionally well for the last two years. He has always been 

pro-active and very keen. The committee nominates Alan Brown to take on the role of the Welfare Officer. 

Appointment of Honourary Auditor 

Graham Woods is our current Honourary Auditor. There are no objections to Graham continuing his role as 

Honourary Auditor. 

Captain's Address 

Piers thanks the outgoing committee (which is mostly the incoming committee)! 

He notes that there are many willing volunteers in many areas such as towing, driving the launch and 

coaching. He would like to encourage willing members to take launch driving course, towing vehicles and 

take formal coaching courses. He would like to round up volunteers. 

Secondly, the “strength and conditioning” course over the last year has seen fewer and fewer people 

attending. He would like to make it a more accessible activity to build up attendance. It takes place all year 

round and is important to both summer and winter training. 

Piers pledges to work with the squad leaders to make the transition. He wants to keep up the momentum 

gained through last year's head season – beginning with HoRR and on into the regatta season! 

Upcoming events: Ancholme Head, Doncaster Head. He encourages all members to get their entries in as 

soon as possible. 

He urges everyone to keep an eye on your emails for changes to land training. The first week of October will 

see the beginning of circuits. 

Piers presents certificates to all members (and supporters) of the crews that took part in the Boston 

Marathon on 20th September. He offers special thanks to the supporters who went. The marathon would 

have been a very different race without them. The club offers a round of applause! 

Any Other Business 

Donald would like to see the club put more effort into the region. The club is reaching the point where 

people will need more formal training (e.g. umpiring, coaching courses, launch driving courses, towing). 

Eli Turner suggests that we buy a new Dora The Explorer to allow recreational. More people would be able 

to row in rough weather. It would make coaching newbies easier. 

Vicky would like the committee to discuss the policy on boathouse keys. The current policy is that the club 

gives out keys only to people in responsible senior positions in the club. She would like clarification of the 

policy. Some people have had missed outings because people have been down but no one has had a key. It 

has become a common problem more recently. Could keys be given to crews via squad leaders? Squad 

leaders could hand over a key to a member of a crew that the squad leader knows will. In the past keys 

were rarely given out because people took liberties (taking boats out on their own). Chris Smith notes that 

at a different club he attended: if a member has been a member for a long time (e.g. 18-24 months) they 

would automatically be given a key in exchange for a deposit. It's noted that safety could become an issue if 

more keys are handed out and people don't adhere to the rules of rowing at Damflask. As a general rule, 

novices should always be attended on the water. People with keys don't always pay attention to others 

without keys. 



Chris Whitehead as part of the new boathouse committee has been considering boathouse usage. Users of 

the facility have . It's possible that someone may need to run as a more professional organisation (possibly 

with someone employed who handles running of the club). This is all well into the future.  

Chris has had a brochure produced. 4 phases: 

 1) Realignment of retaining wall. Done! 

 2) Reconfiguration of space within existing boathouse 

 3) Update landing stage area – flatter hardstanding area for the trailers. Using it as a viewpoint. 

Safer route to the water. 

Points 2 and 3 are subject to planning. Being in the Peak District makes it harder. We can't expand to 2 

stories. (There won't be a balcony). If we build a new boathouse, we will get about 50% more rack space. It 

will be easier to handle the boats. The room between the racks is currently too small. 

 4) New boathouse. 

Donald and John Stoddart have contacted the universities. We need £400,000 to build the next 3 phases. 

The planning application will go in during the next month (October). There is a monthly meeting. Donald 

appeals to the club members for ideas for the clubhouse. Email or speak to a committee member. Even 

with the new . Mains electricity is around £60,000. It would be easier to spend around £10,000 to get 

sustainable electricity. 

Will phase 2 allow for more indoor training space? No. Ergs would move where the launch currently is into 

the main area. The current kitchen area was always intended to be a social area, rather than a training 

area. The kitchen area will be transformed into better changing facilities and toilets. 

Will the old concrete floor be replaced? Yes. There is therefore scope to dig down to create additional 

vertical space. However, we can't build a multi-storey boathouse. We have been told by Peak Park Planning 

that we we cannot have a clubhouse. We can have a boathouse. 

Members suggests that CSRC and Damflask consider employing a professional to maintain our facilities to 

keep them clean and safe. They would reduce the footprint of the club – pick up litter, keep the clubhouse 

tidy. In a few years time it might be possible to employ someone to keep our fleet of boats in good working 

order. Fix the boats. Can the three captains sit down and clarify expectations for the day to day running of 

the club. Piers agrees and will contact the two university captains. Donald explains that DFRC is a formal 

body that was formed of CSRC and the two universities, so that Yorkshire Water only has to deal with a 

single body. Each year the three clubs meet. Cleanliness, boat storage and money are the three most 

discussed pressing issues. Boat storage and trailering have both been recent issues. The three captains get 

together and decide the racking policy and which races the clubs will go to. 

The first meeting of the new committee is Tuesday 6th October. Donald encourages people to continue 

submitting ideas for discussion at the committee meeting. He concludes the meeting and thanks everyone 


